


And in a blink of an eye, mama and her
five children left papa and her home to
go to the foreign country of wonders -
the United States of America.




\

of my few months old and two year ald brothers. Eventeally,
mama senl tham back to live with papa in the Philippines,

With working full time, mama wasn't able ta take care _"W/ﬂ;/ 0

We were able to communicate with each other
through a computer screen - Yahoo, Skype. Facebook...

And that's how it was for the next twelve years until now.
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Mama leaves early in the morning
in arder to catch the bus to get to

waork on time and dan’t come home
until night.

Me and my siblings were responsible
of waking each other up for school.
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As we grew older, our reliance on each other

strengthened our understanding and bond with
each other.
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Whenever she can, mama would take me and my siblings oul
the house to go shepping with her or, my favorite, the Library.
We would often take the bus because we didn't have a car
(and mama was scared of driving),
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Thinking back now as I'm older, | noticed mama, despite
being tired after work, she would make time to spend with us.

As | grew older, | began
io question whao | was
and even until now am
and my heritage.




Mot growing in @ community of peeple who share the same heritage as me,
my family was all | had and all | know | can fall back to. They were
all | knew zbout my heritage.

Host of what | hear was from mama.
I love to Listen te staries of mama's family
back home and when she was yaung. s

i Or learn what being Asian or should
look Like an TV or online media,
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Naoticing | don't loak like them, act like them, | started to doubt my identity.
What did it mean to be Asian? What did it mean to be Filipine?







